
Greetings from the Provincial 
President 
Dear Members and Friends, 
I am very pleased to have been 
e l e c t e d y o u r Pr o v i n c i a l 
President. I want our Mothers’ 
Union to be following closely 
the steps of our wonderful 
founder Mary Sumner. She was 
very understanding of the 
social and political times she 
was living in. She wanted the 
m e m b e r s h i p t o b e t r u l y 
inclusive - having members of 
any status was her aim - single, 
married, with children, or not, 
and step- children!  And so 
we should make sure that 
members today are aware of 
that, - that life in Victorian 
England was no bed of roses 
but had social ills as we have today. Mary Sumner wanted 
members to be together for friendship and prayers, to 
support one another. She also took classes for men, to 
make them understand what being a real family was all 
about, to make life better for the children. I want to see our 
Mothers’ Union following in those footsteps into the future, 
the way it used to be in NZ in the past, with all the new 
inspirations, endeavours and constitution that Mary Sumner 
House has in store for us. 
‘I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers.’ Ephesians 1,16 
With love and prayers, 
Joan

New Provincial 
President 

On Mary Sumner Day, 9 August 
2 0 1 7 , J o a n N e i l d w a s 
commissioned as Provincial 
President by her Chaplain, 
Archbishop John Paterson,  at a 
joyful service held in Auckland. 
Her first newsletter heads this 
issue. 

The new PP’s first visits 
are to Mt Eden and 
Cambridge 

The MU at St Barnabas’ Mt 
Eden in Auckland observed its 
90th birthday on 13 August 
and Waikato Diocesan MU 
gathered for a quarter ly 
meeting in Cambridge on 19 
August, with visitors coming 
from Auckland and Taranaki.  

Two branches celebrate 
significant birthdays 

St Jude’s, Avondale marked 
104 years on Sunday, 11 June 
and St George’s MU marked its 
first century on Thursday 15 
June.   
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The Quarterly Meeting of the Waikato Mothers’ Union  

Taranaki Diocesan Leader Rosemary Bent presided over this Waikato meeting, attended by 
members from Hamilton, Cambridge and Te Awamutu and eight visitors from Auckland. 

Valentine Ronolea, MU Leader in Hamilton, welcomed all 
present and introduced Rosemary Bent,  who led a short 
MU opening service. Evelyn Masoka (see left) then gave a 
most interesting report on her recent visit to the Solomon 
Islands. She noted in particular the natural beauty and 
simple life of the people there, reminding her of 
childhood in Zimbabwe. The people, though considered 
poor, are so happy, respectful and welcoming. There are 
big churches, everyone talks about God, the people 
wave to everyone. Considering these things, it is difficult 
to define the word ‘poor’. Evelyn observed many good 
works in visiting several places and meeting a variety of 
people.   

Rosemary gave an update on MU activities in the Taranaki 
Diocese, noted some items of news from Mary Sumner 

House, and outlined future plans for MU in the Waikato Diocese. Auckland members gave a 
brief description of branch activities, and spoke particularly about support for the Anglican Trust 
for Women and Children, for women in prison and for the Anglican Missions Board. It was noted 
that a report of the Mary Sumner Day service is currently on the Anglican Taonga website and 
that members should look at the MU NZ Facebook page, for updated information. Provincial 
President Joan Neild presented Valentine and Evelyn from the Hamilton branch with a MU 
tablecloth in acknowledgement of their kind invitation to Auckland members to make the visit 
to Cambridge. After concluding prayer, lunch was served. 

Pictured above left: Waikato members, 
gathered for their quarterly meeting in Cambridge, receive a Mothers’ Union tablecloth from 
the Provincial President.  

Right: Gladys Hollick , Evelyn Masoka  and Valentine Ronolea    
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Taranaki Diocese - notes on an update from 
Rosemary Bent, Diocesan President, given at the 
Waikato meeting 

The new branch of Stratford has 11 members who meet each 
month in the home of one of their members. They study an 
aspect of Christian life through watching a video or having a 
bible study, but recently had one of their meetings in a café to 
develop the fellowship they have in their group.  

MU at St Mary’s, New Plymouth also meets monthly. Rev Ailsa 
Claridge as Chaplain leads a service and gives a homily, then 
there is a guest speaker. Other activities include knitting for 
neo-natals and support for teenage mums. Support for young 
mothers and children at risk is given through the Te Puna 
Trust, in conjunction with the Police and the Department of 
Social Welfare. On the third Wednesday each month they 
celebrate a corporate communion. The small donations given 
at morning tea do add up and help to support the work of the 
MU. In the past week New Plymouth held their annual 
Women’s Day, inviting the women of other churches. There were two speakers in the afternoon 
and 68 women attended.   
In Te Kuiti there are two lone members. It is hoped that when the Vicar finishes her PhD she will 
be able to be of assistance in supporting MU in the parish. 

Wellington Diocese - news from Heather Dawson, Diocesan President 

From 20th to 26th August the Worldwide Mothers’ Union was praying for the Wellington Diocese 
and our prayer partners. What a privilege to receive prayer!  Our prayer partners are the 

Dioceses of Saldanha Bay in Southern Africa, Karamojo in 
Uganda, Udi and Etsako in Nigeria and Yangon in Myanmar.   

 The theme for the week was diversity and inclusion. 
We thank God for the diversity in creation that unites in one 
rich harmony. May God equip those who work to bring 
similar harmony in the diversity of mankind.  A Mothers’ 
Union member on Facebook contacted me to get me in 
touch with the MU in Myanmar. 

 On Mary Sumner Day the Waikanae AAW/MU held a 
Lunch and raised $180 for ‘Away From It All’. Well done!  We 
have booked the next holiday in mid-January 2018, at El 
Rancho Christian Holiday Park in Waikanae. 

 I was thrilled to take part in the Commissioning Service 
for our new Provincial President in St Mary’s next to Holy 
Trinity Cathedral in Parnell, Auckland.  Joan Neild says we 
are a team!   
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From 1 September to 4 October 2017, Christians around the world will be praying and caring 
for creation as part of a special “Season of Creation” celebrated by Christian churches around 
the globe. Help your community respond to the Creator’s call by hosting a prayer service with 
this easy-to-use toolkit. Let others know about your event - or find one local to you - via a special 
interactive map. More details here: http://seasonofcreation.org/          Love from Heather     
Christchurch Diocese  
Pictured below:    September 5 was the first meeting for our group in a number of months.  It 
was lovely to catch up again.  The ladies have all succumbed to colds or other illnesses over this 

winter, which has been especially wet and 
cruel to us in Christchurch; as it has in many 
other parts of New Zealand too.  We are 
looking forward to a warm spring! We had 
an hour of sunshine this afternoon, which 
was a taste of the good things to come.   
Prayerfully,     
Christchurch Branch 

Right: Some of the members of the 
Christchurch Branch of The Mothers’ Union 
with Joan Neild, when she visited the 
Branch earlier this year. 

In grateful thanks to two 
hardworking Provincial Officers 

The Mothers’ Union has much reason to thank the retiring Provincial President, Rev. Iritana 
Hankins, and Provincial Secretary/Treasurer, Margaret Wilson, as their recent period of office 
comes to an end. Rev. Iritana has completed two three-year terms as President, and Margaret, a 
period over the last year or so as Secretary/Treasurer, but many years before that in many 
capacities, including Provincial President - in fact, it is due to her untiring efforts, especially from 
1997 onwards, that we still have the Mothers’ Union in New Zealand today. For the strength of 
purpose, the loyalty, the love  and the generosity of these women, we give heartfelt thanks. 

Photographs above (by kind courtesy of Anglican Taonga), Revd Iritana Hankins and Margaret 
Wilson in St Mary’s-in-Holy Trinity Cathedral on Mary Sumner Day, 2017. 
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  Above: Margaret Cunningham, Maggie Davidson      
  and Raewyn Skipper at the Cathedral of the Holy 
  Trinity, following their commissioning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Above: Margaret Brothers, St Barnabas’ MU;  
 Raewyn Skipper, new Auckland Diocesan  
 President; and Joan Neild, NZ Provincial  
 President, at St Barnabas’, Mt Eden, Auckland.  
 Left: Elizabeth Kidd welcomes guests. 
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Some new MU officers in 
Auckland  

Pictured on 12 July at the last 
meeting of the Auckland Diocesan 
Executive Committee before the 
election of the new PP are (back 
row L-R): Katherine McIntyre, 
Margaret Jones, Pamela Ferry, 
Beverley Berwick, Vera Green, 
Maggie Davidson, Margaret Baker 
and Belinda Greenwood; (front 
row):  Emilie Aldwinckle, Raewyn 
Skipper, Joan Neild and Margaret 
Wilson.  Commissioned with Joan 
Neild on 9 August were Raewyn 
Skipper Diocesan President, 
Margaret Cunningham Diocesan 
Secretary, Maggie Davidson Assist. 
Sec .and Janice Cheeseman 
Provincial Secretary.  

90th Birthday at St 
Barnabas’, Mt Eden 

After a parish service in which MU 
members read lessons and led 
prayers, a festive morning tea was 
served. PP Joan Neild presented 
the branch with a blue tablecloth 
on which she had appliquéd the 
MU symbol, and a MU badge was 
presented to long-term member 
Marie Stoddard, who had never 
had a Mothers’ Union badge. 



Dr Ken Bennett presided over a well-
planned service to mark 104 years of 
faithful service ar the MU branch at St 
Jude’s Avondale, in Auckland.  
Tribute was paid to the Founder of 
the Mothers’ Union, Mary Sumner,  to 
the values she upheld and to the 
challenges which the Mothers’ Union 
still has before it to support families, 
especially in time of adversity. New 
members were admitted following the service and after a 
generous lunch, a glorious rainbow cake was cut to mark 
the birthday. Pictured: Beverley Corbett is presented by 
(then Auckland President) Joan Neild with a MU tablecloth 
to mark the 104th birthday of St Jude’s branch. 

The MU branch at St George’s Papatoetoe, Auckland 
marked their centenary with a splendid service at which 
their Vicar, Rev. Bruce Richardson officiated. Bishops Ross 
Bay and Te Kitohi Pikaahu each spoke in acknowledgement 
of the service of the Mothers’ Union, and two new 
members were admitted. Following the service a delicious 
lunch was served and entertainment provided by Tongan 
members of the congregation. There was also a display of 
Mothers’ Union artefacts and records. Left: Joan Beck and 
Peggy Brooke cut the 100th birthday cake. 

Below: Some of the guests at Papatoetoe’s centennial 
celebration in the festively decorated hall. 
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A new Mothers’ Union prayer book is being prepared at Mary Sumner House
and in response to a request for prayers from the MU membership around the world, the 
Auckland Diocese has sent a contribution. Here are some prayers you might have occasion to 
use:
A prayer for a Quiet Day                                                                             
God, thank you for this time of reflection, away                     Flowers on Mary Sumner Day 
from the business of life in a loving, supporting  
environment, for our leader’s guidance, and for 
your tangible presence here in this peaceful 
setting.   May I carry this peace as I go back into 
the world, and show it in my life.       
                      
A prayer for when people come to stay 
unexpectedly      
God, you have given me ………. to live with me 
for this time. Grant me the wisdom, love and 
patience to cope with this responsibility.    

A Parish Prayer  
Dear God, 
The early Christians were visible by their love for 
one another.   May we at St . . . . . .  so show our 
love for you and for one another that we may 
draw others into the fellowship of your church.   We ask your Holy Spirit to fill us with his power 
so that we may use the talents you have given us to fulfil our motto of Growth, Unity and 
Renewal.   We ask this through Jesus Christ Our Lord.                                                                                           
            (Margaret Baker) 

A prayer at the time of a Mothers’ Union anniversary                                 
Heavenly Father, we give heartfelt thanks for  . . . . . . . . .  years of the Mothers' Union. We thank 
you for the vision of Mary Sumner, who gathered women together to be a wave of prayer to 
take the love of Christ into their homes and families. Help us to spread your word through love 
and prayers into every family home. Strengthen and bless all our members around the world as 
we carry out our mission. This we pray in the name of Jesus.   Amen             
                        (Joan Neild) 

A prayer of thanks                               
Lord, you gave us two hands to reach out to others 
You gave us two feet to walk beside someone in need 
You gave us two knees to kneel in prayer for others 
You gave us two ears to hear and to listen 
You gave us a tongue to speak words of comfort and hope 
You gave us a heart full of love for everyone we meet 
So we come, in Your name, to give thanks. Amen         
                   (Emilie Aldwinckle) 
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Chaplain to the Provincial President 
We are most grateful to The Most Rev. John Paterson for being willing to continue to offer 
guidance as Chaplain to the Provincial President. 

The Far North 
We hope to feature The Mothers’ Union in the Far North in a coming newsletter. 

We note with sadness the recent passing of the husbands of two Auckland MU members:   

Jean Williams, a former Auckland Diocesan President, has lost her husband, Benjamin Arthur 
Ronald (Ron) Williams. Capt. Monika Clark of the Church Army has just lost her husband Capt. 
Philip Clark, National Director of the Church Army, after an illness fought with magnificent faith. 
Please remember them and their families in your prayers. 
Mothers’ Union in the Media 
There have been a number of Mothers’ Union articles published through the Anglican 
Communion News Service recently. You can find them on the ACNS website: 
http://www.anglicannews.org 

Mary Sumner House staff have also recently launched a video highlighting the work of The  
Mothers’ Union. This can be viewed and shared using the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/Tsn8OQ74Kro  

The Provincial Team 
Provincial Chaplain:  The Most Rev. John Paterson, P.O. Box 87255, Meadowbank,     
    Auckland, 1742 
Provincial President:  Mrs Joan Neild, 493 Hibiscus Coast Highway Orewa, Auckland 0931 
    rjneild@xtra.co.nz,  Phone +64 (0)9 426 3647 or 027 290 7732   
Auckland Dio. President: Mrs Raewyn Skipper, Phone 09 576 3418    
                                     raewynskipper@gmail.com  
Taranaki Dio. President Mrs Rosemary Bent, Phone 06 7535507, miro3@vodafone.co.nz  
Wellington Dio. President Mrs Heather Dawson, Phone 04 902 1866     
    heatherfeather646@gmail.com 
Christchurch Dio. President  The Ven. Carole Graham,  Phone 03 3121553 or 027 2048047  
        grahamc@caverock.net.nz                  
Fresh items of news, letters and other contributions from dioceses and branches are 
invited for the next newsletter in November. Please send these by 15 October.  

Please send to the Prov. Secretary: Janice Cheeseman, 14 Cecil Rd, Epsom, Auckland 1023     
     caseus@xtra.co.nz, Phone +64 (0)9 630 4127 or 027 271 5950 

Follow us: Facebook: Mothers’ Union NZ   Website: www.mothersunionnz.org.nz 

       Proudly supported by PDQ Print Ltd 
        ph 307 2286     www.pdqprint.co.nz   
   cnr Boston Rd and Nugent St, Grafton 
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