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ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, TAKAPUNA 

CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 

GENERAL NOTICES 
OFFICE: The office will be closed from 24th December – 20th 

January.  Mandy will be back in the office on the 20th 

January. 

MORNING PRAYERS: Morning Prayers will resume in February. 

WEDNESDAY COMMUNION: Wednesday communion will resume on the 22nd January 

at 10am 

The day is done, and the darkness 

Falls from the wings of night, 

As a feather is wafted downward 

From an eagle in his flight. 

 

Longfellow’s poem always reminds me of fare-welling the old year. It gives the 

sense that God, in his energetic purposefulness, flies on, leaving as a remnant 

of the year, the floating feather of past achievements. We should never 

under-estimate these, but rather use them as a motivation to look to the new 

year, 2020. We are out of the ‘teens’ and into the twenties and there are good 

times ahead; times of hard work and sacrifice, but times of blessing. 

 

The Parish Review process is underway. My prayer for St Peter’s is that under a 

new vicar in the coming year, you will find new ways of adjusting in order 

better to facilitate robust discipleship and a culture of holding Jesus out to a 

hurt and lost world. 

 

May you rise to the occasion and embrace all that it is God has for you! 

 

God’s peace and joy to you in 2020 from both Faith and me. 

 

Jonathan 



29 DECEMBER – 1ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

8AM:         HOLY COMMUNION (ANZPB) PREACHER:  Rev’d Hilary Leith 

10AM:      FAMILY EUCHARIST (ANZPB)  PREACHER:  Rev’d Hilary Leith 

SENTENCE: I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts 

of the LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the 

great favour to the house of Israel that he has shown them 

according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his  

steadfast love. 

 

COLLECT: Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your 

incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may 

shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING: We give thanks for those who faithfully help with serving refreshments 

at funerals   

READINGS: Isaiah 63: 7 – 9 Hebrews 2: 10 – 18 Matthew 2: 13 - 23 

 

05 JANUARY – EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

8AM:         HOLY COMMUNION (ANZPB) PREACHER:  Rev’d Michael Smart   

10AM:      FAMILY EUCHARIST (ANZPB)  PREACHER:  Rev’d Michael Smart   

SENTENCE: But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or 

of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

John 1: 12 – 13 

 

COLLECT: God of light and life, from you we receive grace upon grace. Grant 

that we may know and accept the Word become flesh. Give us 

power to become your children. 

Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

THANKSGIVING: We give thanks for those who faithfully operate the prayer chain. 

Prayer is our lifeline! 

READINGS: Jeremiah 31: 7-14 Ephesians 1: 3-14 John 1: 10-18 

  



12 JANUARY – 1ST SUNDAY OF THE EPIPHANY 

8AM:         HOLY COMMUNION (BCP) PREACHER:  Rev’d Michael Smart   

10AM:      FAMILY EUCHARIST (ANZPB)  PREACHER:  Rev’d Michael Smart   

SENTENCE: And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 

water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a 

voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.’  Matthew3: 16 – 17 

COLLECT: Glorious God, your Son was baptised by John and anointed by the 

Holy Spirit. Grant that all the baptised may have grace and humility 

to fulfil all righteousness and live into being your beloved sons and 

daughters.  Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen 

THANKSGIVING: We give thanks for those who look after the finances of the church; 

those who promote giving, those who collect and count the 

collection, those who keep a record of giving, those who do the 

banking and those who have overall reporting responsibilities.   

READINGS: Isaiah 42:1-9 Acts 10: 34-43 Matthew 3: 13-17 

 

19 JANUARY – 2ND  SUNDAY OF THE EPIPHANY 

8AM:         HOLY COMMUNION (ANZPB) PREACHER:  Rev’d Michael Smart   

10AM:      FAMILY EUCHARIST (ANZPB)  PREACHER:  Rev’d Michael Smart   

SENTENCE: The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and 

as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb 

of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 

Jesus. John 1: 35 – 37 

COLLECT: God for whom we long, you know what each one of us is looking for. 

You sent your Son Jesus to help us find our way. Enable us to respond 

to his invitation to come and see, so that we may truly hear him and 

follow him. Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

THANKSGIVING: We give thanks to God for those whose care for us, which extends to 

sweeping away accumulated litter and to keeping in order the books 

and other paraphernalia we use as aids to worship. 

READINGS: Isaiah 49: 1-7 1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 John 1: 29-42 

  



PARISH CONTACTS 

VICAR:  The Rev’d Jonathan Gale vicar@takapunaanglican.co.nz 

09 489 6242 

PARISH OFFICE:  

 

Mandy Dobson 

Mon – Fri: 9am – 12pm 

office@takapunaanglican.co.nz  

09 489 6242 

PEOPLE’S WARDEN:  Fay Pankhurst faypankhurst@xtra.co.nz 

027 436 1360 

VICAR’S  WARDEN:  Penny Roberts penny@robertsnz.com 

021 489 454 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & 

ORGANIST: 

Michael Cox michael.acox@xtra.co.nz 

027 669 3275 

KIDZCHURCH: Aimee Bradley kidzchurch@takapunaanglican.co.

nz  

AAW: Nan Woods 09 440 9952 

PRAYER CHAIN:  Mike & Peggy Dawson 09 489 8796 

WEBSITE:  www.takapunaanglican.co.nz 

 

 

I would like an introductory visit/ call from the Vicar 

Please send me information about how I/we may make 
regular financial contributions to the mission and ministry 
of this faith community 

Email address: 

Please send me the Parish newsletter by email 

Address & Phone numbers: 

Names (including children): 
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