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While Stewardship refers to the way we care for people and 

things around us, and how we use our time, talents and 

resources; this booklet reflects mainly our financial stewardship. 

The Old Testament established a norm for giving that was known 

as the Tithe – 10% of income. The fact that as a Parish we give 

“Beyond the Parish” to the tune of 17% is cheering but we should 

note that the Levy and Quota are compulsory. Synod also 

strongly encourages giving to Missions. Most of the other costs 

are predictable but the fact that we manage to balance the 

books is in part due to the skill of the Treasurer and the 

responsible management of Vestry. 

The hexagons focus on where we use our time and talents. We 

could well have added Prayer for Others, which is of course 

different from the Prayer Chain which prays for specific needs at 

specific times. Perhaps we need to refresh that action.  

What an admirable list of activities! Service = privilege in God’s 

Kingdom. 

 

Expenses 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
  Income 

Thankfully, at the moment, we are managing to balance the 

books. However, it is of some concern that 61% of our income is 

from Investments. Most of that is from the Kindergarten. If they 

should decide to move out we would be in dire straits. That 61% 

also includes interest on investments, which should really be set 

aside for capital projects and major maintenance. However, we 

need to bear in mind that most of our giving parishioners are 

retired and on limited incomes. Considering that, we don’t do 

too badly.  

In the upcoming Parish Review I notice that in both the Parish 

and the Vicar’s review, there are questions as to how well we 

carry out our duties towards encouraging greater giving. Giving 

of course is a form of worship and as I have said elsewhere, when 

we see it as such, it becomes a thing of joy. We should, as Jesus 

said, store up Treasure in heaven, not on earth.  

We have 85 regular givers in the Parish which means that some 

people on our role of just over 200 people are making 

unregistered cash donations. If that applies to you, you may 

want to consider either an AP arrangement or use the envelope 

system. That way your giving is regular, and you receive the tax 

benefit. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

The table on the opposite page is a helpful guide to how one 

might increase one’s giving. If I want to increase my giving and 

I’m not sure how that might impact my budget, this is the table 

to use. If I have an income of $40 000 per year and I give $46 a 

week, I find the 40 000 on the left and follow the row to the right 

until I see $46.  I look up the column to see that that represents 

6% of my income. If I want to increase it by 1%, I move one 

column to the right, and there it is: $54. I now know what my 

new amount would be and decide either whether it is affordable, 

or what adjustments to make in my spending habits so that it is 

affordable.  

If you are not giving regularly, I urge you to look at your budget 

and begin doing so. The amount is between you and God. Your 

giving is of course tax deductible, but you should speak to the 

Treasurer to make sure it qualifies. 

 

Increasing 

Giving 



  
Weekly Giving 

  1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9% 10% 11% 12% 
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 $          10,000  2  4 6 8 10 12 13 15 17 19 21 23 

 $          20,000  4  8 12 15 19 23 27 31 35 38 42 46 

 $          30,000  6  12 17 23 29 35 40 46 52 58 63 69 

 $          40,000  8  15 23 31 38 46 54 62 69 77 85 92 

 $          50,000  10  19 29 38 48 58 67 77 87 96 106 115 

 $          60,000  12  23 35 46 58 69 81 92 104 115 127 138 

 $          70,000  13  27 40 54 67 81 94 108 121 135 148 162 

 $          80,000  15  31 46 62 77 92 108 123 138 154 169 185 

 $          90,000  17  35 52 69 87 104 121 138 156 173 190 208 

 $        100,000  19  38 58 77 96 115 135 154 173 192 212 231 

 $        110,000  21  42 63 85 106 127 148 169 190 212 233 254 

 $        120,000  23  46 69 92 115 138 162 185 208 231 254 277 

 $        130,000  25  50 75 100 125 150 175 200 225 250 275 300 

 $        140,000  27  54 81 108 135 162 188 215 242 269 296 323 

 $        150,000  29  58 87 115 144 173 202 231 260 288 317 346 

 $        160,000  31  62 92 123 154 185 215 246 277 308 338 369 

 $        170,000  33  65 98 131 163 196 229 262 294 327 360 392 

 $        180,000  35  69 104 138 173 208 242 277 312 346 381 415 

 $        190,000  37  73 110 146 183 219 256 292 329 365 402 438 

 $        200,000  38  77 115 154 192 231 269 308 346 385 423 462 

How about stepping up your giving by 1% - a small increase 

Step 1  Find your approximate family income down the left hand side 

Step 2  Trace along the row until you find your average weekly giving 

Step 3  The column heading is your current giving percentage 

Step 4  Move one column to the right to see a 1% increase to your weekly giving 



 

  

 



 

 

Stewardship is of course about more than finances, although that is an 

important part of our care for our Parish. Stewardship, in the broadest 

sense, is giving expression to the mutual generosity that makes up our 

familial context. It is the matrix in which we operate, it sets the tone for 

our relationships with each other; and should be a reflection of the 

generosity of God towards us.  

Jesus was quite graphic in his encouragement to be generous. 

In Luke 6: 38 he famously says, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 

poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured 

to you." 

And while the cartoon above is amusing - and giving, for the Christian 

can be both a ‘contribution’ and a ‘sacrifice’ - it should be a lifestyle, as 

it was for Jesus. 

The Rev'd Jonathan Gale 


